Welcome to the electronic
newsletter of the Minnesota
Hungarians, published for
members and friends of the
Minnesota Hungarians.
Look for your issue
with interviews, news,
upcoming events and
more!

Minnesota
Hungarians
June, 2013

www.minnesotahungarians.com

10th Birthday Party of the Hungarian Kids Club
Date: June 8 (Saturday), 2013
Time: 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Cost: Free
Location: Emerald Park
4014 Macalaster Dr. NE, St. Anthony, MN 55421
We invite all the families with little kids and big kids to
come and help us celebrate the 10th Birthday Party of the
Hungarian Kids Club.
Please bring some food to share.
The Minnesota Hungarians will provide pizza for this event.
The park has water splash
Inflatable Bounce House; Games; Face Painting; Crafts;
Hungarian Folk Dance Lesson
Zumba lessons for the Kids & Adults
RSVP to minnesotahungarians@gmail.com
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and we are planning to use
it. Bring towel and bathing
suits for the kids and lawn
chair for yourself.

Euro-American Celebration 2013

he first Euro-American Celebration, highlighting the
Euro-American friendship, was held between May 1
and May 9, 2013 in the Twin Cities. Thanks to the
organizer French cultural institute, Alliance Française, the
visitors could enjoy ten different events during the nine
days of the festival such as receptions, European
winetasting, movie night, networking brunch and other
meetings with the participation of the local European
organizations such as the Minnesota Hungarians.
The Euro-American Celebration started on May 1 with an
elegant Opening Ceremony at the Nicollet Island Pavilion
Hungarian Cultural Exhibit at EAC
where along other local EU
May 1, 2013; Nicollet Island, MN
organizations like Swedish, Dutch,
Spanish, Romanian, etc. Minnesota Hungarians was also present. We not
only presented Hungary with a spectacular cultural exhibit but also with a
speech given by the Minnesota Hungarians’ president Csilla Grauzer and a
beautiful folkdance performance by the Vidéki Dancers.
he next event the Minnesota Hungarians took part in was the
European Story Time on May 5 organized in the Red Balloon
Bookstore where all the participating nations had the chance to
read a story to the kids from their country. In case of Hungary; it was the
shortened and simplified version of the famous epic poem of Sándor
Petőfi, John the Valiant.
In addition to these two programs, the representatives of the
organizations participated in other events as well, to deepen the already
Hungarian Story Time at Red
existing
cultural contacts and to create new collaborations.
Balloon Bookshop;
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Anna Boldog
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Minnesota Hungarians
June 8, 2013— 10th Birthday Party of the Kids Club
(Emerald Park, St. Anthony)

Upcoming

August 24, 2013—Summer Picnic

Minnesota

September 14, 2013—Tanchaz

Hungarians
Events in 2013
Mark your
calendar!

(Golden Lake Park, Circle Pine)
(Peace Lutheran Church)
October 19, 2013—Fall Fundraising Dinner Party & Commemoration of the Hungarian
Revolution of 1956
(Unity Church-Unitarian)
November 17, 2013— Annual Meeting
(Wolfe Lake Condominiums)
December 14, 2013—Mikulas Party
(Peace Lutheran Church)

You are invited to the Minnesota Hungarians annual summer
picnic.

Lexington Av.

Annual Summer Picnic—August 24, 2013
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Date: August 24 (Saturday), 2013
12 pm to sunset
Location: Golden Lake Park Shelter #1
Circle Pine, MN
Goulash Master: Lajos Miho
Food/Drink: Buffet style
Please bring some food to share.

Rice Creek
Regional
Park

Anoka Co.
Ramsey Co.

Lexington Ave

SHOREVIEW
51

Soft drink refreshments will be provided by the Minnesota
Hungarians.
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Hungarian

Smithsonian Folklife Festival—Hungarian Heritage

Heritage:

The Hungarian Heritage: Roots to Revival program at the 2013 Smithsonian Folklife
Festival will highlight the vitality of Hungary’s cultural heritage. It will bring to the National
Mall in Washington highly skilled masters and apprentices from rural Central Europe who
maintain the traditional knowledge acquired in their native environments. The Festival
program will also bring musicians, dancers, and artisans from
more urban settings who have revived many of these older
traditions to make them part of their daily lives.
The Hungarian Heritage program will provide a one-of-a-kind
opportunity to experience the rich and authentic traditions of
Magyars, to better understand the significance of the
Hungarian folk revival movement, and to serve as a meeting
place for folk aficionados from around the world.
June 26-30, 2013 and July 3-7, 213
The Festival is held outdoors on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., between the Smithsonian museums.
There is no admission charge.
http://www.festival.si.edu/2013/Hungarian_Heritage/
index.aspx

Roots to Revival
June 26-30 and
July 3-7, 2013
National Mall,
Washington, D.C.
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Hungarian Kids Club— successful 10 years!

T

he Minnesota Hungarians Kids Club was established in 2003,
and now it has reached a milestone. As we
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Hungarian Kids Club, I
want to take the opportunity to thank all of you who are a part
of our community for your dedicated support.
Thank you all for your support, your confidence and your commitment.
We know that the growth and success of the Hungarian Kids Club is largely
dependent on having strong and capable members through the years. We
recognize the contribution our members make in helping us maintain and
evolve our program.
Ten years have come and gone so fast. From our beginnings to the
present, our goals and direction have remained true: to make interesting
and meaningful programs for the kids, to expand their Hungarian language
skills and teach them in a fun way about their Hungarian Culture.
Time is measured by cherished memories, and we built great memories
Hungarian Kids Club in 2008
at our Hungarian Kids Club events. Club activities include crafts, singing,
circle time for 1-5 year olds. In February, 2013 we launched our Bóbita program. The Bóbita program offers Hungarian
language classes for 6+ year olds and folk dance lessons!
There are seasonal and special activities planned! Our Farsang event is one of the most popular, celebrating the end of
the winter season with masks, costumes and traditional Hungarian
Donuts. At Easter we organize Egg Hunt for the
children, and in May we plant flowers. At the Minnesota Hungarians
Christmas Party the Hungarian Kids Club gives a little performance.
Last year, the little ones turned into forest animals, and helped the
snowman to deliver the Children’s letter to Santa.
Many children, who were active participants at the beginning, are
now in high school, or in College and ready to
explore the world. We hope they take joyful memories of the
Hungarian Kids Club with them along the way. It’s been a wonderful
ten years and we can’t wait to see what’s in store for the future.
Bernadett Czettisch
Leader of the Kids Club
Hungarian Kids Club in 2013

Spring celebration in the Hungarian Kids Club
The theme of the April meeting was spring so the younger children, more than 20, had
the chance to watch a puppet show based on Suteev’s tale, Under the mushroom,
presented by the parents and then to learn some spring songs. The older kids’ group,
“Bóbita” had an even harder task: they were dancing czardas for at least an hour.
The May occasion focused on animals but this time lots of other things were going on as
well: the kids started together with planting colorful flowers, and later there were
beautiful photos taken of all the kids, thanks to Andrasfi Photography.
The monthly Kids Club, organized in St. Anthony Community Center does not only
focus on “work” but on the joy of being and playing together as well. After the sessions,
the kids always enjoy a healthy snack and at the end they can play together either in the
gym or in the park and playground next to the building.
The Kids Club welcomes every child and parent who wishes to learn Hungarian and
would like to participate. Visit our website for more information or contact us via e-mail:
mhkidsclub@gmail.com
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Minnesota Hungarians

MH President’s Speech
Csilla Grauzer, President of Minnesota Hungarians gave her speech on May 1, 2013 at Euro-American
Celebration Opening Reception.
ó napot kívánok! Szeretettel köszöntelek Benneteket! My name is Csilla
Grauzer and I am the president of the Minnesota Hungarians. I would
like to welcome you all to the Opening Reception of the
Euro-American Celebration. I would like to thank Alliance Francaise for
organizing this event, and for giving us the opportunity to present you with a
little taste of our history and culture.
Hungary is a small country in Central Europe, with around 10 million citizens.
In 1989 the country arrived at a turning point: on October 23 the
constitution was amended to allow an orderly transition from communism to
democracy and capitalism. Remarkably, Hungarians managed the transition to
freedom peacefully. Later, in 1999 Hungary joined NATO and the European
Union in 2004.
In the all to short periods of rest, which history granted them, the Hungarians
did their best in matters of culture. They have a rich tradition of dance, colorful
costumes, art, literature, music… and they are not behind in sciences either.
Did you know, for example, that Vitamin C was discovered by the Hungarian Csilla Grauzer, MH President with Mark Ritchie,
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi? The ballpoint pen, the dynamo, noiseless matches, Ford
Secretary of State
model T, digital computing, the hydrogen bomb, holography, first electric
motor, the helicopter, Rubik’s cube, the transformer, the carburetor, the BMW diesel engine, the telephone exchange
and binoculars were also invented by Hungarians? In total, 13 Hungarians received the Nobel Prize.
Famous musicians include Bela Bartok, Kodaly Zoltan who developed the well-known Kodaly Method and Franz Liszt.
Other interesting facts: Hungary has one of the most important thermal spring culture in Europe with it’s 1,500 spas
and 450 public baths, featuring Roman, Greek and Turkish architecture.
In the all time total medal count for Summer Olympic games, Hungary ranks 9 th in the world out of 211 participating
nations, with a total of 448 medals, superseded only by the US, Russia, the UK, France and Italy.
Other famous people of Hungarian origin are: Victor Vasarely, George Soros, Antal Dorati, Eugene Ormandy, George
Solti, Toni Curtis, Zsa Zsa Gabor, Houdini, Bela Lugosi, Joseph Pulizer, Goldie Hawn, Adrien Brodi, Drew Barrymore,
Peter Falk, Jerry Seinfeld, Paul Newman, Elie Wiesel, Paul Simon, Estee Lauder and Kelvin Klein.
To put all this into prospective, Hungary is smaller than the state of
Wisconsin and has a population of 10 million people.
As for the language, the Hungarian or Magyar is widely regarded to be
one of the most difficult languages in the world since it is very unique. It
has NO relation to any of the Indo-European, Slavic or Latin languages.
15 million people speak the Hungarian language all over the world, but
one third of them live outside of Hungary, mostly in Romania a land
called Transylvania, where I am from, and other surrounding countries in
Europe.
The US has about 1.5 million citizens of Hungarian origin concentrated
mainly on the coasts, but a few of us managed to make our way to
Minnesota.
The Minnesota Hungarians, a small but very active community, was
organized by Hungarian immigrants and their supporters in Minnesota
over 100 years ago.
Hungarian Exhibit at EAC, May 1, 2013
Its goal has been to engage in cultural, educational and philanthropic
Zsuzsánna Igyártó, Csilla Grauzer, Botond Igyártó,
endeavors as a non-profit and charitable association. The mission of
Mária Vincze
Minnesota Hungarians is to represent and promote the Hungarian culture
and heritage in Minnesota and the USA. I invite you to visit our table with
artifacts, colorful and informative booklets, short films about the country and to experience the Hungarian atmosphere
with the following performance by the Videki Hungarian Dancers.

J
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Around the World with the Festival of Nations
The 81th Festival of Nations was organized between May 2 and May 5 in
Saint Paul. The famous festival was like a four-day-long tour around the
world: the cultural exhibits, the bazaar, the cafés and the musical and dance
performances represented faithfully the ethnical diversity of Minnesota.
As for many years, the Minnesota Hungarians took part again in the Festival
this year. The theme of 2013 was Children: Our past and our future, our
cultural exhibit presented the Children’s Railway in Hungary. This unique
and special subject attracted the attention of both children and adults
visited the booth with interest to learn more about the railway and about
Hungary.
The Hungarian Café was also working all weekend long without stopping.
The volunteers were continuously cooking gulyás and pörkölt, serving
Hungarian Cultural Exhibit 2013
Dobos torta and Rigó Jancsi to the great delight of the customers.
The Hungarian community of Minnesota is very lucky that it can present its
Viktor Frisch, Mária Vincze, Zsolt Vincze Jr.
culture with folkdance and live folk music as well: the “Vidéki Dancers” and
the “Szászka” band had more than 4 performances over the weekend, showing our wonderful cultural heritage to the
audience.
The 81th Festival of Nations was again a beautiful, colorful, informative and quality program for all who were ready to
open towards the miracles of the world, towards the beauties of the different cultures.

Cookbook Party—Potluck & Bake Sale
Saturday, June 1st, the Minnesota Hungarians organized the first Potluck
Party & Bake Sale. The aim of the event was to support the publication of
the Hungarian-American cookbook.
Minnesota Hungarians has been planning to publish a cookbook for years containing the
favorite recipes of Hungarians living in Minnesota. This idea seems to materialize now
but of course recipes and money are needed before putting the book together. That is
why Minnesota Hungarians decided to organize a potluck party and a bake sale so that
the members of the community could support the publishing of this volume not just by
buying tickets to the party but by bringing a home-made dish and its recipe as well.
The potluck party was organized on Saturday night, June 1 st, in the wonderfully
renovated building of the Unity Church-Unitarian in Saint Paul. The guests were arriving
with their favorite dishes at 6pm and by 7, the whole hall was full with members of the
Hungarian community: elders, families, kids. Fortunately everyone did their homework
and brought something really delicious. The big favorites of the night were the káposztás
sertéstarja, the hortobágyi húsos palacsinta (pancake with meat filling), the goulash and the
rosemary bread. At the bake sale you could also buy some
famous képviselő fánk (cream puffs), lúdláb torta (goose leg
cake), walnut and poppy seed beigli.
After the delicious, filling dinner a short but energetic folkdance lesson started where the
enthusiastic ones could learn some kezes, kecskés and öves from the Transylvanian region
called Moldva. Maybe it was the children who enjoyed the dance the most, they could not
stop moving and running around the adults.
After the folk dance it was time for some spontaneous conversation and dance. It was lovely
to see how people were talking, socializing with each other. Of course collecting the much
needed funds and recipes was a great accomplishment of the event but seeing old friends
reunite and the children forming their own little community was maybe even more amazing.

Minnesota Hungarians

Minnesota Hungarians
11705 Live Oak Drive
Minnetonka, MN, 55305
www.minnesotahungarians.com
E-mail:
minnesotahungarians@gmail.com
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Donations in 2013

Bóbita

Through the generous donation of members,
fundraising events and other activities, the
Minnesota Hungarians is able to provide
assistance to various worthy projects. Some
organizations that the Minnesota Hungarians
have helped so for this year are:
 Bethesda Children’s Hospital, HU
 Red Cross, Tornado Victims in
Oklahoma
 Smithsonian Folklife Festival—Hungarian
Heritage, Washington, DC

Hungarian Program
for School Aged Children
The Minnesota Hungarians launched the
Bóbita program in February for all of our children where they can learn about Hungarian
culture through dancing, games and stories.
This new program targets the school age children as the Kids Club currently offers activities for pre-school aged children. For more
information please visit our website.

Photo Gallery

www.minnesotahungarians.com

Visit our website and see our pictures from
past events, like FON, Kids Club and Spring
Gala Dinner.

E-mail: minnesotahungarians@gmail.com

Membership
The Minnesota Hungarians welcomes all Hungarian-American and friends to become active
members of our community. To become a member or to renew your membership for 2013,
write a check payable to the Minnesota Hungarians and send it to:
Minnesota Hungarians
11705 Live Oak Drive, Minnetonka, MN 55305
2013 membership fees are as follow:
Family: $30, Family with Kids Club membership: $60,
Individual: $20, Student: $10, Retired: $15
Your membership fees or donations are tax deductible. Your membership is important to us.
Thank you for your continued support. The Minnesota Hungarians can exist only with your
help and participation.

Contact informations:
Minnesota Hungarians
11705 Live Oak Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305
Editors: Bernadett Czettisch
Zsuzsánna Igyártó
Anna Boldog
Csilla Grauzer

Young Hungarian Intern in Minnesota

Thank you!

The Minnesota Hungarians is participating in the
Korosi Csoma Sandor Program and hosts Anna
Boldog as an intern for 6 months (April 1—
September 30, 2013). She helps to our organization
with our cultural programs focusing on language,
music and dance.
„Dear All. My name is Anna Boldog and I am coming
from Budapest, Hungary for interning at Minnesota
Hungarians for the next six months. As part of my BA
studies I studied French language and literature in
Szeged, and now I’m pursuing Hungarian Studies and
Hungarian as a Foreign language at ELTE in Budapest.
As a folk dander; I was the member of the Balassi
Táncegyüttes and its dance school in Békéscsaba for
almost fourteen years. I hope that with all these
experiences and studies I will be able to help the
work of the organization and to give you some
memorable experiences at Minnesota Hungarians.
I’m looking forward to meeting you all soon.
Anna Boldog”

Thank you to everyone who worked
for the success of the Hungarian
Kitchen and Cultural Exhibit at the
Festival of Nations and at all of our
other programs, events.
Thank you for your continued
support—the Minnesota Hungarians
can exist only with your help and
participation.

iDO By Miniconf

Italian Children's Clothing
Calhoun Square - Main Floor - 3001
Hennepin Ave & Lake Street
www.facebook.com/idouptown
612-310-8073
Katalin Nagy, MH member opened
her Children’s Clothing Boutique

